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ANIMAL WELFARE — PUPPY AND KITTEN SALES 
Statement by Member for Maylands 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.55 pm]: I quote The West Australian of 31 March 2016 — 
The International Animal Protection Index grades Australia on a C rating alongside India. 
… the index assesses each State’s approach to a wide range of animal welfare issues and, in many 
cases, WA lags behind. 
We are the only State not to have put in place the Australian Land Transport Standards for Livestock, 
most codes of practice for livestock haven’t been updated for more than a decade, we lack codes or 
standards on animal welfare for companion animals when other states have already introduced them, — 

And we are still selling puppies and kittens in pet shops. As a state, we are failing to lead this agenda. The 
government released a report into animal welfare in October 2015, which acknowledged the conflict of interest 
created when the Liberal–National government moved responsibility for the codes into the Department of 
Agriculture and Food Western Australia. The animal welfare report makes a number of recommendations, 
including the need for a strategic plan policy framework for animal welfare, the need to review the act, and for 
an independent strategic policy advice committee—a ministerial advisory council—to be established. The 
report’s panel also recommends that local government seek support to appoint rangers. That is pretty interesting, 
considering that this government removed the responsibility for administration of the Animal Welfare Act from 
local governments. This government is failing in animal welfare in many ways. It is clear to the panel, in its own 
review, that considerable savings were made to government because the services are being delivered by the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals through community funding. Only six per cent of the 
funding that goes into animal protection comes from the government. 
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